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Unit 3a Day 1: Constant 'Rates of Change

Focus Question: What is a rate of change?
. A. The Constant Function E
Use the following two graphs i
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3. Line 1S a function. Write the equation for the func

in function notation. g» ( \ - 5

4 To describe the function we would say that as the time increases, the distance from home remains
constant. That’s why this is called a constant function. What exactly is remaining constant’
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5. When you look at the equation, give another reason that this would be ca\led a constant function.
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6. At what speed is the person driving in the constant functlon‘? Explain.
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7. Speed is an example of a rate of change (or rate for short). What other rates can you think of?
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8. What did all of your rates have in common?

B. Constant Rates of Change \ \
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Fach graph below represents the cost of group admission to a zoo.
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2. Which zoo charges a constant rate? Explain.
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Each graph below represents a florist charges to purchase and deliver ﬂox&:gg a customer.
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3. Which tlorist charges a constant rate? Explain.
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4. What do the graphs you chose for #1 - 3 have in common? |
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% Wk_len you look at your explanations, you should have included a rate of change (also called a rate or
ratio). Write down your three ratios and then label each part as the independent variable or the
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6. Using_ your answer to number #5, when we talk about rate of change in this unit, what rate are we .
referring to?
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